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1. Ethics and Philosophy
-Van Dyke Ch 3
-Callicott (Ch2 Meffe and Carroll)
-Leopold, Aldo
-Conservation Biology Website:
http://eebweb.arizona.edu/courses/Ecol437/437_2004_Vert_Physiol_Page.html

-Seminars
Kevin Bonine
Kathy Gerst
Recycling Fair on Wednesday, September 8. On the UA Mall.
UA Recycling, ASRA, Tucson Clean and Beautiful, COT Environmental Services,
and Res Life Recycling.
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“Bonuses?”
(Callicott p. 47)

Values, Ethics, Philosophy...

Plastic Trees
in Los Angeles?

Rolston Essay

knowledge -> advocacy?

(p. 35 in Van Dyke text)

-species vs. species in the system
(definition of species)
-value of evolutionary trajectory
“ Perhaps our grandsons,
having never seen a wild
river, will never miss the
chance to set a canoe in
singing waters.”

-extinction and doors
(temporal and spatial scales)

-Leopold

Values, Ethics, Philosophy...
Ethics:
constrain self-serving behavior in
deference to some other good
Tragedy of the Commons

Science, Vol 162, Issue 3859, 1243-1248 , 13 December 1968
The Tragedy of the Commons
Garrett Hardin
The tragedy of the commons develops in this way. Picture a pasture open to all. It is to be expected
that each herdsman will try to keep as many cattle as possible on the commons. Such an arrangement
may work reasonably satisfactorily for centuries because tribal wars, poaching, and disease keep the
numbers of both man and beast well below the carrying capacity of the land. Finally, however, comes
the day of reckoning, that is, the day when the long-desired goal of social stability becomes a reality.
At this point, the inherent logic of the commons remorselessly generates tragedy.
As a rational being, each herdsman seeks to maximize his gain. Explicitly or implicitly, more or less
consciously, he asks, "What is the utility to me of adding one more animal to my herd?" This utility has
one negative and one positive component.
1) The positive component is a function of the increment of one animal. Since the herdsman receives
all the proceeds from the sale of the additional animal, the positive utility is nearly +1.
2) The negative component is a function of the additional overgrazing created by one more animal.
Since, however, the effects of overgrazing are shared by all the herdsmen, the negative utility for any
particular decision-making herdsman is only a fraction of - 1.
Adding together the component partial utilities, the rational herdsman concludes that the only sensible
course for him to pursue is to add another animal to his herd. And another; and another. . . . But this is
the conclusion reached by each and every rational herdsman sharing a commons. Therein is the
tragedy. Each man is locked into a system that compels him to increase his herd without limit--in a
world that is limited. Ruin is the destination toward which all men rush, each pursuing his own best
interest in a society that believes in the freedom of the commons. Freedom in a commons brings ruin to
all.
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Values, Ethics, Philosophy...
Role of religions?
interpretation…

Van Dyke 2003

Personal Example?
Virtue?

1. Should conservation biologists explain the value of biodiversity in
purely instrumental terms or should they also include reasons invoking
intrinsic value?

(Van Dyke p. 75)

2. How should we respond to the question of “What good is it?”

3. How do we know that humans, or anything, have intrinsic value?
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1887-1948

4. How does this quote
from Leopold:
sit with the idea of
intrinsic value?

http://www.aldoleopold.org/Biography/Biography.htm

Aldo Leopold Foundation

Leopold

“Objectivity is only possible in matters
too small to be important, or in
matters too large to do anything
about.” (p. 226)

Thinking like a mountain

“ a mountain lives in mortal fear of its deer”

Escudilla

progress?
“It’s only a mountain now.”
-Leopold
The planet will survive, will we?

“a thing is right when it tends to preserve
the integrity, stability, and beauty of the
biotic community. It is wrong when it
tends otherwise”
Aldo Leopold
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