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Abstract. The Samlye Art Village was one of the poorest villages in North Jeolla

Province with only few attractions. Its history dated back to the colonial period
in the early 20th century has many tragic stories behind. The village was
originally the warehouse in which Japanese stored the plundered rice. Japanese
colonists founded it in 1920 and continued to use it as rice storage. After gaining
independence, Wanju-gun remodeled the village into a cultural complex
cultural. This study aims to suggest a model for urban regeneration by
introducing a successful case of the Samlye Art Village.
Keywords: the Samlye Art Village, Wanju, cultural complex, landlord-

community- based development, urban regeneration

1 Introduction
Unlike that of the past, today's urban regeneration aims to promote amenities of
residents beyond economic benefits. To carry out the urban regeneration project
efficiently, it is essential that locals actively participate in the project so as to maintain
sustainability. In this respect, governance is important, that it, various subjects in the
region get together, presiding over the plan. What is unique about the Samlye Art
Village is that it was founded by landlord-community-based development. Korea has
either redeveloped or rehabilitated the old centers of cities since 1970s. Most of the
projects were started by the governmental bodies. In the course, conflicts between
residents and constructors or between residents and their elected representatives were
on the rise. Accordingly, urban regeneration has exposed the political limitation to
deprive residents of settlement, neglecting quality of housing, by only focusing on
maintaining physical surroundings.
After the tragic accident in Yongsan, the Korean government has undertaken a
new policy by shifting to a new paradigm. In pursuing urban regeneration plans, the
government synthesizes public sectors and private sectors and tries to achieve
comprehensive urban regeneration plans; it is the project, creating with urban
functions and resettling space through compact city as well as recreating old
infrastructures in the existing cities [1]. The Samlye Art Village provides a role model
for community-based urban regeneration. The aim of this study is to suggest
constructive development and describing main bodies of business by introducing the
village on the various perspectives. Also, through the research, we will take a look at
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the tourism contents that have been implemented in the village to promote local
economy.

2 Landlord-Community-Based Urban Regeneration

2.1 Present Condition
Landlord-based development is a case in which landlord community plays a leading
role in local development projects, gathering investors or investing on their own,
establishing a regeneration plan on their lands, and cooperating with the local
government in terms of administrative policy. Samlye is a good example for urban
regeneration to satisfy the above condition; its sense of place as well as
infrastructures is as follows.

Fig. 1. Samlye and its neighboring regions

As seen in Fig. 1, Samlye is populated compared to other neighboring regions. It is
one of the divisions of Wanju County, that has population of 90,153 as of April 2014.
A county consists of eups, administrative subdivisions. The Samlye Art Village is
located in Samlye-eup, the second most populated division in Wanju County with
population of 15,922 as of June, 2014. The area of the Samlye Art Village is about
11,825 ㎡.
Bongdong-eup, which is the most populated division, has established an industrial
complex recently; it is attributed to rapid demographical change in the region.
However, population is a major factor that enables a community maintain a home
market, Samlye's tourism business based on art and culture is second to none in
attracting visitors and boosting local economy. Samlye is a definite commercial region
where there is a four-year university, an eup office, an agricultural federation, a post
office , an open market and a bus terminal; there are many convenient facilities around
Samlye. In addition, The National Road No. 1 and the Local Road No.799 are
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nearby, so Samlye has accessible traffic network. In spite of all these amenities, the
decline of the inner city was indispensible just like other cities have undergone.
The Wanju County Office and landlords of Samlye agreed to revive its inner city
area. The first step was to gather members who understand characteristics of the
region with interests in urban regeneration; not only landlords but also experts,
professors, local administrators, and politicians were included in this human resource
pool. Their roles are as follows: the landlords which play a leading role in urban
regeneration chose a representative who has an enthusiastic attitude. The coordinator
established a partnership with the local government based on analysis on properties
used for each planned site. The local administrative officer managed general affairs on
approval policies and licensing regarding urban regeneration. The special committee
of local council handled legal affairs and advised on related events [2].
2.1 Historical Background
In the mid-19th century, Donghak, a religious and social movement mainly led by
peasants was rising all over the nation. In the midst of political turmoil in the end of
Joseon Dynasty, Donghak gained more power from 1880s throughout the middle
Korea where Jeolla Province is located. Despite the oppression of the royal court,
Donghak had a large-scaled rally that gathered thousands of people in Samlye [3]. At
that time, there was a posting station, so it was a transportation hub. Starting from the
Samlye rally, reformers could line up against the corrupted Establishment. And
Donghak Peasant Movement started to spread throughout the nation like a wildfire
from Samlye. In the Korean modern history, this event is very significant, symbolizing
people power which is the basis of democracy. Samlye has been a traffic hub in Jeolla
Province since the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1897) and so was during the Japanese
colonial period. The rice and other crops exploited from the Man’gyeong rice fields
had been carried to Samley Station to be sent to Japan. The Samlye Art Village in
front of the station, founded in 1920, had been a granary at that time. After gaining
independence, it was owned by National Agricultural Cooperative Federation, but lost
its functions as a granary after double tracking of Jeolla railway.

3 Blending of Living and Culture
The Wanju County Office started to develop the site from 2011 with the project called
“Art Is Tour.” and opened the art village in June 2013. The five warehouses that were
founded in 1920s and the two buildings of 1970s-80s are grouped in the site. The
Samlye Art Village has a seminar room and information center, the Design Museum,
the VM Art Gallery, a culture café, a book craft shop, a wood mill, and a book library.
They were formed in an original state if possible. It may be a little tiny to be called a
village, however, art and culture, giving it diverse colors, compares favorably to other
villages [4].
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Table 1. Specific information of the Samlye Art Village

Area
Contents
Hours

Lot: l1,825 sq. meters, Building: 2,495.65 sq. meters
experience
facility, exhibition facility, seminar room,
performance facility, restaurant
Tues-Sun 10:00-18:00

Fig. 2. The VM Gallery

4 Conclusion
The Samlye Art Village embraces historical traces of Korea such as the fetters and
ordeals during the colonial period, people’s passion and power through Donghak
Peasant Movement, and the traffic hub of the Joseon Dynasty [5]. In the present times,
it put on a new sense of place in culture and art, setting a steeping-stone to blend
culture, history and local revitalization. In terms of urban regeneration, the village has
significance beyond the conventional redevelopment plan. The landlord community
has established an effective partnership with the local government from the very first
stage of site-planning to management of the site. As a result, it provides a good model
for local governments and residents how culture and history can make a remarkable
difference in declined city and how to revive it.
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